Midland Region Hockey Association

Annual Report of the Honorary Secretary Boys Schools and Youth to the

Annual General Meeting Of MRHA on May 21, 2008 on the playing                                          



season  2007/2008.

The success of the previous year has been continued in what will be the last year of regional tournaments as we know it before the single system really kicks in. Each year I try to keep my report brief, but this is impossible due to the tremendous amount of hockey organised and played at S&Y level within this region. There are so many levels of hockey which need organising, consuming an increasing amount of time for all those involved.  

One notable event amongst many this year occurred as a result of our Holland Tour. One parent was so moved by the almost complete lack of proper hockey kit of the   Bulgarian club youth team that he organised, with the help of many others in Midlands youth hockey, a kit collection over the County Weeks at U15/17. I heard last week that the kit, two complete pallets, has safely arrived at its destination. Well done to Graham Hollway and the others involved. (Photos of the boys with their kit are available. Please contact me if you want a copy.)

Regional Tournaments

With the Single System beginning this year there was no Under 14 tournament. This is a shame, but the system is now in place for the Hipac beginning with the Under 14. A squad of 16 has been selected and have gone onto Lilleshall for the next stage.

The Under 15 and Under 17 Regional Tournament was held in October at Belle View, Manchester, produced slightly different results from the previous year. This year the Under 15's were third and the Under 17's were second on goals scored as both teams had the same number of points, goal difference and drew their own match. Next season the Single System really starts.

Well Done to all involved.

The Celebration Dinner in December was held at The Old Sils Club many of the boys from  three regional squad members attending. The evening was a tremendous success. Thanks goes to Graham Hollway for organising the event

County Weeks and County Championships 

This year we changed the age qualification, for one year only due to national age rule changes, for the Under 14 and Under 16 to U 13 and U15 respectively. The U13/15 County Week League was spread over two Sundays before Xmas where Staffordshire were County Champions at both Under 13  and Under 15.

The Under 15/ 17 county weeks were held after Xmas ended with Nottinghamshire County Champions at both Under 15 and Under 17. As Midland qualifiers they went onto the National County Finals, played in April at Highfields Sports centre. Nottinghamshire finished ended 3rd at both ages, the same as last year. 

The Under 18 County Championship, at Cannock , was played just before Christmas with none of the problems that had hit the competition the previous year. The main problem was that with dramatically falling temperatures in late afternoon we had to abandon the final between Notts and Leics as the pitch had become unsafe. The  tournament director, after consultation with the umpires and team managers decided it was best not to play and declared both counties joint champions. This was the first time for many years that Leicestershire had entered. My thanks go to all involved who all played their part in making the day such as success.

We also held an inaugural Under 19 championship with 6 counties entering. The final was between Shropshire and Worcestershire with Shrops winning 3-1. Many comments were heard that everyone felt the day was more like the old Festival days rather that a competition and would like to see it continued next year.

The National Club Cup Competition

The final stages of the National Club Competition at Under 15 and Under 18 were held over the weekend of May 10/11th at Canterbury with Beeston representing the Midlands at U 15 and U 18. In the Plate competition Cannock boys have reached the finals at Under 15 and at Under 18 West Bridgford Monarchs Boys lost to Havant in the semi finals.

Results just in. 

At Under 15 Beeston finished a very good second, one point behind High Wycombe, to whom they lost 1-0 in their match. They also had a superior goal difference. Similarly, in the Under 18 groups Beeston finished second, loosing to the winners.

Well Done to Beeston.

In the Plate Competition at Under 15 Cannock having won through to the final lost to Bromley and Beckenham 6-2 and in the Under 18 Plate Mansfield, having won through the to the final lost to Havant 7-2.

National Schools Championship

The National Schools competition was held on April 24th at East Grinstead Sports Club. Midlands were represented at Under by Trent College at Under 14, by Bromsgrove School and Trent College at Under 16 (two entrants allowed as Midlands were National Champions last season) and at Under 18 by Worksop College. At Under 14 Trent won their ¼ and semi finals meeting Kingston in the finals. The score was 3-3 at the final whistle, but Trent eventually lost on penalty strokes 5-6. At the under 16 Trent College lost to Langley Park in the quarter finals, whilst Bromsgrove beat Ecclescliffe to progress into the semi finals where they met Langley Park, beating them 4-1 on APS, to progress through to the final. Here they met a strong Ipswich School side, loosing 5-2. The Midlands representative at Under 18, Worksop College met Richmond School in the quarter finals, won 7-1, and went onto meet Kingston GS in the semi finals, where they narrowly lost 1-0. Well Done to all for your performances.

National Indoor Championships

Midlands boys held their Indoor Competition at Aldersley with record entrants at both ages. Midlands entrants were Wolverhampton School and Bromsgrove School at Under 18 and Beeston and Bromsgrove at Under 16. Unfortunately, Beeston and  Bromsgrove were eliminated at the Under 16 pool stages along with Wolverhampton at Under 18. However, Bromsgrove won their pool with maximum points to meet Millfield School in the semi finals, winning 8-4. They went onto meet Southgate in the finals, drawing 4-4 at the final whistle, but loosing 5-4 APS.

National Mini Championships

The Midlands Mini finals were held at Cannock HC on April 27th and was organised by The Midlands Youth Panel and was umpired entirely by young umpires mentored by John Litchfield assisted  other senior umpires and with several premier young umpires in umpire trainee coach positions. The weather was inclement but this did not dampen the spirits and a good hockey ensued. Midlands entrants for the national are at U11 Belper and at U13 Trent as champions with Cannock and Beeston as runners up runners up respectively. The finals are being held at Highfields Sports Centre on Sunday May 18th.

International Honours

The following boys have played for England this season.

At Under 16- Nicholas Bandurak, Alex Czerniewski, Ian Welch and Jon Hollway.

At Under 18- Ben Arnold, David Condon,  Charles Brooke, William Collins and Sean Whitehouse.

And at Under 21 David Condon still U16 at the time and Chris Griffiths who is still under 18. He also played for Great Britain in the Youth Olympics held in Australia this season. 

Unfortunately, I have not been given the names of any boys who have played for Scotland or Wales this year.

We congratulate every one of our hockey players in their achievements this year, be 

it at club, county, school, regional or national level, no matter to what degree of achievement. It has been done by you, the players, with help from many people that do not receive enough congratulations or encouragement.

There are various groups of people to be thanked for their efforts over the past season.

The indefatigable parents, who this year have shown great camaraderie and for their tireless support of their boys. 

I thank all of the umpires who have officiated for us this year, and the ever growing number of young umpires, which is most encouraging. 

Finally, my thanks go to Graham Hollway for printing the handbook and other matters, the Umpires for their help and fellowship this year, to the S&Y committee, Laurie Alcock for his support and time over the last 12 hectic months and absolutely finally to my chairman, Symon Whitehouse for his putting up with me for the last twelve months. 

Steve Handley

Hon. Sec MRHA S&Y 14th May 2008.

	

	Regional Squads.

Under 15

Manager  Andrew Simpson         
Head Coach 
Colin Dexter


Liam Adams


Beeston


Nottingham High School

Jag Bancil






President Kennedy

Nicholas Bandurak

Cannock HC


Wolverhampton HC

William Burns


Stourport


Haybridge Hagley

Alex Czerniewski

Coventry  and North Warks
Lawrence Sherriff

David Goodfield

             Telford Wrekin


Charlton

Alex Hollway


Hampton 


Bromsgrove School

Jon Hollway


Hampton


Bromsgrove School

Ashleigh Lewis

             Bridgnorth


Ludlow School

Andrew Lowdon

             Bridgnorth


The Corbet

Matthew Parker

             West Bridgford

Joseph Schubert

Wolverhampton

Tettenhall School



Sukdeep Sidhu

             Solihull Blossomfield

Tudor Grange

Aden Symonds

             Worcester


Bromsgrove School

Leo Wotton


Derwent


Highfields Matlock

Ian Walsh


Beeston


Loughborough Grammar

Under 17

Manager
 
Symon Whitehouse    
Coach 
Nick Dewet   



Assistant Coach 
Chris Roberts



Ben Arnold


Beeston


Northamptonshire Grammar

Sam Arnold


Beeston


Northamptonshire Grammar

Shane Acton


Coventry and North Warks
Princethorpe

John Barr


Beeston


Trent College

Charles Brooke 

Beeston


Trent College


Richard Cassidy

Belper HC


Trent College

Will Collins


Peterborough


Uppingham School

David Condon 

             Loughborough Sharks
             Loughborough GS

Keir Chima


Coventry and North Warks
King Henrys

David Devey


Stourport


Stourport High School

Sam Dixon


Beeston


Worksop College

Alistair Gardiner

             Lichfield


John Taylor

Matthew Gough

             North Staffs


Newcastle Under Lyme 

Chris Griffith


Stourport


Bromsgrove School

David Jones


Beeston


Worksop  College 

Andrew Lowdon

             Whitchurch HC

The Corbett School

Jon Proud


Cannock


Solihull School

Sean Whitehouse

Coventry and North Warks
Princethorpe

Oliver Willers


Beeston


Worksop College


EH gave special  dispensation to both Chris Griffith and David Condon allowing them to play in the Regional Tournament  provided they did not play at the same time and that there were only 16 players selected for each match. This was after representations from the players and Midland team management.

Regional Tournaments 

	[image: image1]2007-2008 Results

	FINAL TABLES

	U15
	P
	W
	D
	L
	GF
	GA
	GD
	Pts
	

	South West
	6
	5
	0
	1
	15
	6
	9
	15
	

	North West
	6
	4
	1
	1
	13
	8
	5
	13
	

	Midlands
	6
	4
	1
	1
	11
	6
	5
	13
	

	East
	6
	2
	1
	1
	4
	5
	-1
	7
	

	South East
	6
	1
	2
	3
	9
	12
	-3
	5
	

	North East
	6
	1
	2
	3
	6
	14
	-8
	5
	

	West
	6
	0
	1
	5
	7
	14
	-7
	1
	

	

	U17
	P
	W
	D
	L
	GF
	GA
	GD
	Pts
	

	South West 
	6
	4
	1
	1
	18
	8
	
	13
	

	Midlands
	6
	4
	1
	1
	16
	9
	
	13
	

	East
	6
	4
	0
	2
	21
	11
	
	12
	

	North West
	6
	2
	2
	2
	15
	12
	
	8
	

	North East
	6
	2
	0
	4
	12
	21
	
	6
	

	South East
	6
	1
	2
	3
	11
	17
	
	5
	

	West
	6
	1
	0
	5
	9
	21
	
	3
	


