Midland Region Hockey Association – Annual General Meeting - 2008
Three proposals have been forwarded by Cannock Men’s Hockey Club for discussion under any other business, as detailed on the agenda. However, the M.R.H.A. secretary has pointed out to Cannock H.C. that proposals are only permitted from constituent associations, not directly from clubs. Consequently, the paper detailed below was forwarded for discussion at the Staffordshire Men’s H.A A.G.M. held on Monday.
After much debate, the decisions of the clubs present were that they:-

a) Were generally against the introduction of an open league and preferred the current arrangements.
b) Cautiously in favour of the introduction of Veterans’ Leagues but worried on what effect this may have on teams currently playing in the central league, and upon ‘Badger’s’ type hockey, especially with the increasing limitations on juniors playing in adult leagues.

c) Whilst not fully understanding the implications of the Fixtures Live proposal, preferred to continue using the excellent MRHA website, but it was noted that, if possible, results of all fixtures in all leagues and divisions should be available by the end of each weekend, and that the league should consider the viability of collecting all results promptly by email, text or telephone.

However, the meeting thought that with the limited number of Staffordshire clubs represented at the meeting, the proposals merited wider discussion and consideration.
Therefore, the A.G.M agreed that Staffordshire Men’s H.A. would submit the proposals to the M.R.H.A. A.G.M. to allow wider discussion to take place, whilst noting their own reservations.

John Nightingale, Staffordshire M.R.H.A. Representative.
Paper for discussion at Staffordshire Men’s H.A Annual General Meeting.

Cannock Hockey Club have discussed the current structure of the Midland League and would like to propose the following items for consideration at the (Staffordshire Men’s H.A.) Annual General Meeting:- 

Cannock HC Proposal 1.
‘The Midland League should be a completely open league structure with both promotion and relegation possible between all the leagues.’
The club does of course accept that only club 1st XI teams are eligible for promotion to the National League.

The club also realises that some clubs will have concerns that the top leagues may be dominated by a few clubs. However the club is also sure that there is little pleasure to be gained (by both sides) from the heavy defeats imposed in a season.

The reasons for these proposals are that it would seem to the club that open hockey, such as that operated currently in all other Regions and in our own Central League, would ensure much more competitive leagues and a reduction in one sided fixtures. It can be seen from the Central league tables that our club teams do not necessarily dominate their leagues within this open structure. Teams will find their level according to their playing strength which can vary from season to season. 
Cannock HC Proposal 2.
‘The Midland League to consider the viability and establishment of a Veteran’s League.’

On the issue of a Vet’s league, with the advent of national competitions it has become evident that other regions operate such a league. Playing regularly together they are able to gain an advantage in the national competitions. Another perceived advantage is of course the social aspect.
Cannock HC Proposal 3.
‘The Midland League to consider moving to Fixtures Live for the prompt collation and distribution of results’ data.’
Whilst the MRHA website is useful for passing on rule changes, transfers, etc, it would be better to have results and team information collated centrally (and more immediately), taking the onus away from League Secretaries. It appears to work for both the Midlands Ladies Leagues and the EHL.
